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Planning a Visit 
 

What is so special about a visit to St Germans Priory? 

 

The difference between the classroom and visiting St Germans Priory and/or 

Port Eliot and its grounds is the opportunity for the pupils to see the ñrealò 

things, as opposed to pictures or replicas. Learning outside the class room is 

actively being supported by the government and we hope to provide this 

opportunity in St Germans. Children and adults should be enthused about the 

prospect of seeing real things used by real people, perhaps hundreds of years 

ago! Alternatively they should be enthused about the possibility of experiencing 

nature or the historical environment for real rather than through images. 

 

Worksheets? 

 

A well designed worksheet can be an effective and useful part of a visit 

which can focus attention on a particular area, develop skills and record the visit 

but it should not be seen as an alternative to observation, talking to children and 

asking them questions about what they see. Whilst we do not provide 

worksheets, we will be pleased to assist you in preparing ones should you wish. 

We can also provide trails for some ages if required for both the Priory and Port 

Eliot.   

 

If worksheets are to be prepared our guidelines are: 

 

They should have a definite objective for the worksheet with simple instructions 

and clear questions, leaving ample space for answers. It is better to have a few 

focussed questions rather than lots. Try to ask questions that encourage 

children to either ask the guide or look at the objects. 

A useful resource is A Teachers Guide for using Objects published by English 

Heritage. Use open ended questions, perhaps comparing older artefacts with 

modern devices. If a series of questions and answers is what is required for the 

visit, try to make the asking more fun. Horrible histories goes down well! 

 

Health & Safety Information 
 
 

It is essential that groups who intend to visit St Germans Priory come on a 

previsit to discuss the exact requirements of the group. Please contact  Evelyn 

Reed, email address reed.evelyn@gmail.com  to arrange a mutually convenient 

time to visit. 
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Lighting and Temperature 
 

The Priory warms up slowly over the summer and cools down in the winter. 

Visiting groups should come dressed appropriately.  

 

Levels of Supervision 
 

Most school visits are conducted by a Priory volunteer, with input as necessary 

from accompanying teachers, but all visiting groups must have adequate 

supervision at all times. We advise that there is a minimum ratio of 1 adult to 10 

children,  though with younger children and students with special needs a higher 

ratio or one to one support is advised. The Child Protection Act means that we 

do not allow our staff to have sole responsibility for children on the visit and 

adequate staff supervision must be provided at all times by the visiting group. 

Discipline is the responsibility of the teachers or other staff, not the Prioryôs 

staff/volunteers. 

 

Using the Park 
 

Always remember that the Park and surrounding estate is a working 

environment and care should be exercised whilst you are visiting. The grounds 

are open each afternoon from March to the beginning of July; please liaise with 

Port Eliot Estate Office if you are planning to use the grounds. Discipline again 

is the responsibility of the teachers or other staff, not the Priory staff or Port 

Eliot Estate staff. 

 

Risk Assessments 
 

The Priory and Port Eliot has carried out and reviews appropriate Risk 

Assessments and health and safety issues and maintains the appropriate 

paperwork. It also maintains an appropriate level of Public Liability Insurance. 

Copies of Risk Assessments for schools activities are available if required, 

please contact Port Eliot Estate Office for the Estate or ....................for the 

Priory. 

 

Emergency Procedures 
 

Visitors should abide by the emergency procedure (laid out below) in case of 

fire of other emergency ï please follow the directions of the Priory staff. 
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Please advise the Priory staff if any member of your group is injured or unwell 

while on the premises. 

 

Mobile Phones 
We request on the booking form that a mobile phone contact is logged with us, 

if possible, as an emergency contact on the day. This number will only be used 

for this purpose. 

 

Emergency Evacuation Procedures 
 

Do not allow members of your group to stop and pick up personal possessions. 

Unless otherwise directed by the Prioryôs staff, you should assemble in front of 

the main entrance door of the Priory and confirm that all members of your 

group are accounted for(remember to bring enough lists of the party for each 

group) If a member of your group is unaccounted for, inform a member of the 

Priory staff immediately. 

 
Do not re-enter the building until the Fire Brigade informs you that it is safe to 

do so If you discover a fire, immediately raise the alarm. We thank you for our 

co-operation 

 

Resources 
 

This pack is produced in Microsoft Word format and is available in printed 

form or electronically via e-mail. Please contact the Priory for 

additional or updated copies. Please let us know if you have any comments or 

ways you feel we could improve it. 

 

Website ï www.stgermanspriory.info 

 

St Germans Priory Guide book 

 

St Germans Priory trails  and quiz ages  5 - 11 
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The Priory 

 

The Font 

The font is made from Purbeck stone and stood at the 

west end of the South isle. It is from the 13th century. 

From the church wardens book it appears that this font 

was thrown out of the church once and broken up. In 1840 

the Reverend J. Furneaux, collected the pieces and with 

great skill restored it to as you see it today! 

The Norman Door 

One of the most intact Norman doors in the UK, it is 12th 

century and extremely rare in this condition. 
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Rysbraek Monument 

 A huge monument to Edward 

Eliot by Rysbraek is now in the 

north tower.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The East Window.  

The window which is 30 feet 

high and 16 feet across was 

designed by Sir E Burne-Jones. 

The work was executed by 

William Morris the great Arts 

and Crafts artist. The top of the 

window is designed to convey 

an idea of angels and 

cherubims. In the centre is 

Jesus Christ, to his right is Mary 

the sister of Lazarus. On his left 

is the Virgin Mary. On the 

extreme right is St Paul. Below 

are the four Evangelists 

supporting the martyr, St 

Stephen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


